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April 18: Two separate attacks by the Popular Liberation Army (ELP) and the Colombian
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) in Antioquia department resulted in nine dead and three
wounded. Military sources reported that six FARC rebels and one soldier died, and three soldiers
wounded, in an area between the towns of Puerto Valdivia and Taraza. Meanwhile, near the town
of Turbo, ELP rebels attacked a truck carrying supplies to troops, killing the driver and a civilian.
April 24: According to military sources, fighting over the weekend in northern Colombia caused
the deaths of 16 rebels and one army officer. The clashes took place in Antioquia, Bolivar, North
Santander, Santander and Valle departments. Ten guerrillas were captured, and a large cache of
weapons and ammunition confiscated. Government officials in Bogota reported over two dozen
homicides nationwide, including the 125th killing of a policeman this year. Citing police sources,
daily newspaper El Siglo reported that more than 400 persons thus far in 1990 have been kidnapped
by drug traffickers, leftist guerrillas and common criminals, for an average of 3.3 per day. The
mutilated corpse of Catholic priest Tiberio Fernandez, 53, was found near the western town of
Roldanillo. Fernandez had been kidnapped April 19 alongwith three other people traveling with
him in a car near the town of Trujillo, located 290 km. west of Bogota. The priest was in charge of
the Trujillo parish. Police have not identified the abductors nor discovered a motive for the crime.
Rightist death squads linked to drug traffickers and leftist rebels are active in the area of the crime.
Both groups have previously kidnapped priests. Unidentified persons have abducted 20 residents
of Trujillo in recent weeks. Five of the victims, including Fernandez, have been killed. According
to army sources, in October 1989 the National Liberation Army (ELN) killed Catholic bishop for
the eastern state of Arauca, Jesus Emilio Jaramillo. April 26: Church officials in Medellin said they
had foiled a plot to kill Colombian Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo after intercepting messages on a
radio frequency used by the men plotting the crime. Three men disguised as police agents entered
the cardinal's offices on April 25 and 26 asking for the prelate, but he was not in. Lopez is archbishop
of Medellin, and president of the Colombian Bishops Conference. (Basic data from AFP, 04/18/90;
Xinhua, 04/24/90, 04/25/90; AP, 04/24/90, 04/27/90)
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